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A M R  I N T E R N AT I O N A L MARKET REPORT AND FORECAST

Long overdue in the sector, AMR International has produced a comprehensive 
assessment of the top markets in the global exhibition industry. Country by country, 
AMR’s global exhibition report analyses the size and dynamics of each market,  
the key players and the likely future development, including forecasts to 2013.

Exhibitions are the star of old media. The global exhibition 
organising market was worth $29bn in 2008. The sector has 
exhibited strong growth and remains highly fragmented. Unlike 
B2B publications, the events sector has shown a high inherent 
resistance to lower-margin Internet competitors. Indeed, the 
Internet appears to offer revenue extension opportunities to 
show organisers.

Events can be highly profitable. They have excellent cash flow 
characteristics, with stand space deposits often paid a year in 
advance, and there is a high degree of revenue integrity with 
exhibitor renewal rates typically in the 65% to 85% range.

Yet there are significant differences between the world’s  
largest exhibition markets. Conditions in mature markets such  
as the United States and western Europe will become even 
more challenging as the recession continues to bite. BRIC 
countries present some excellent growth opportunities, but 
establishing a successful operation in these markets has proved 
challenging even for the largest of international organisers.

This report highlights the key differences between the  
world’s largest and most exciting exhibition markets, and 
provides invaluable information on how to succeed in them.

“Everyone in the industry needs a copy of this report.  
It brings everything together with clear analysis -  
it’s worth it for the forecasts alone.” 
(Nick Forster, Global Commercial Director, Reed Exhibitions) 
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Who is the report for?
This report will be invaluable to a wide range of participants  
in the global exhibitions industry including organising 
companies, private equity and corporate investors, exhibition 
venues and service providers, exhibition and other industry 
associations, and regulators.

Report coverage
The report provides an unbiased comparison of the world’s 
largest and most promising exhibition markets. These markets 
include the United States; the key European countries,  
Germany, France, UK, Italy and Spain; the BRIC countries Brazil, 
Russia, India and China; the Gulf Region (GCC) and Hong Kong. 

For each of the 12 markets covered, the report provides 
information on market size, and its historic and likely future 
growth. We highlight the particularities of the individual  
markets, and profile the main organisers, venues and  
individual events. There is also detailed information on  
barriers to entry for organisers and the different market entry 
options, and the critical success factors needed to operate  
in the market. 

Coverage by country:
• Economic overview
• Exhibitions market overview
• Market size and growth, including forecast
• Development by industry sector
• Market structure and main players
• Price development and profitability
• Critical success factors for exhibition organisers
• Market entry options for exhibition organisers and investors
• Top five exhibition venues
• Top 20 exhibitions
• Top five exhibition organiser profiles

About AMR International
Founded in 1991, AMR International is a strategic management 
consultancy with offices in New York, London and Frankfurt. 
Within AMR’s media practice, events are a key sector. AMR has 
conducted well over 200 exhibitions assignments, working on 
the ground in 30 countries. AMR has a particular strength in 
commercial due diligence, but has also conducted dozens of 
market entry, performance improvement and other strategic 
assignments for many events businesses around the world.
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